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SAN  FRANC ISCO  INTERNATIONAL  AIRPORT 


FACTUAL  DATA 


OTOERSHIP: 

The  San  Francisco  Airport  is  oi^med  "by  the  City  and  County  of  San 
Francisco  and  operated  by  the  Airport  Department  of  the  Public  Utilities 
CoiPJiiission.      At  present  the  Airport  is  evaluated  at  s-sventscn  inillion  dollars 
and  funds  are  available  and  work  is  to  be  inaugurated  immediately  for  the 
expenditure,  just  lately  approved  by  our  citizens  as  a  bond  issue,  of  tv/enty 
million  dollars  to  improve  the  facilities  and  make  the  San  Francisco  Inter- 
national Airport  one  of  the  finest  airports  in  the  world, 

LOCATION; 

It  is  centrally  located  with  respect  to  the  metrolpolitan  San  Francisco 
Bay  Area  situated  some  twelve  miles  via  highway  southeast  of  downtown  San 
Francisco,    To  be  more  specific,  it  is  located  at  latitude  37  degrees,  37 
minutes  north;  and  longitude  122  degrees,  22  minutes  west. 


DESCRIPTION; 

Basic  Facilities 
Altitude  (above  sea  level) 
Size  (acres) 
Usable  (acreage) 
Field  Shape 
Gradient 
Runways  (10-28) 

(11+-32) 

(18-36) 


Present  facilities 
I9h3   

5  feet 

2,890 
500 

Irregular 

Level 
7,000  feet 
5,500  feot 
14,500  feet 


Under  Construction 

to  be  Available 
 1950  

8  feet 

3,700 

i,Uoo 

Irregular,  Semi- 
rectangular 

Level 
Dual  8,000  feet 
El iminated 
Dual  8,000  feet 
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DESCRIPTION  (Contd.) 


Under  Construction 
to  be  Available 
1950 


Present  facilities 


Basic  Facilities  (Contd . ) 


191+5 


Passenger  Terminal  Building 
(capable  of  handling) 


3,000  passengers  dly.     15,000  passengers  dly 


Scheduled  Airline  Movements 
(per  hour) 


30 


120  (larger  aircraft) 


Seaplane  Landing  Areas  {i?no 
designated  and  marked  seaplane 
landing  channels) 


10,000  feet 


10,000  feet 


Adequate  unobstructed  approach  zones  to  and  from 
each  runway  assure  the  safe  and  efficient  oper- 
ation of  aircraft  in  and  out  of  this  Airport  under 
any  and  all  weather  conditions. 


SERVICES  AND  FACILITIES; 
Rotating  Beacon 

Alternating  green  and  clear  flashes  -  ten  r.p.m. 
Runway  Lighting 

Flush  type  contact  lights  mark  all  runways. 
Weather  Bureau 

Aeronautical  and  meteordogical  records  maintained  and  information 
available  from  U,  S.  Department  of  Commerce,  Airport  ViTet'ther  Bureau 
Station  on  Airport. 
Traffic  Control 

This  important  branch  of  the  Civil  Aeronautics  Administration  oper- 
ates the  Airport  Traffic  Control  Tower  and  controls  all  air  traffic 
within  a  radius  of  three  miles  of  the  Airport  and  coordinates  the 
flight  plans  of  all  aircraft  with  the  Federal  Airways  Traffic  Control 
Center . 
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SERVICES  AND  FixCILITIES  (Contd.) 
Communication 

The  Overseas  Foreign  Air  Communications  Station  at  the  San  Francisco 
Airport  is  one  of  the  largest  and  most  important  operated  by  the 
U,  S.  Department  of  Commerce,  Civil  Aeronautics  Administration. 
All  trans-Pacific  flights  are  controlled  by  this  vital  inter-con- 
tinental radio  communication  station.     It  is  utilized  extensively 
for  the  collection  and  dissemination  of  meteorQlogical  information 
and  as  a  method  of  direct  communication  (either  by  voice  or  code) 
with  aircraft  in  oceanic  flight. 

Air  Navigational  Aids 

The  Federal  Government  provides,  maintains,  and  operates  all  of 
the  essential  facilities  utilized  as  an  aid  to  aircraft  operations 
under  inclement  weather  conditions. 

Airways  Terminal 

San  Francisco  Airport  is  the  Vfestern  terminus  of  the  Green  Civil 
Airway  No,  3  and  is  an  integral  terminal  on  the  coastwise  Blue 
Civil  Airways  No,  7f. 

Customs  and  Immigration 

The  United  States  Government  maintains  adequate  customs  and  immi- 
gration representatives  at  this  Airport, 

Fuel  and  Lubricants 

The  products  of  the  major  petroleum  oompanios  are  available. 


8. 
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ivIR  TRA.NSPORTATION; 

Pan  American  World  Airways 

Their  Pacific  Coast  maintenance  and  operational  headquarters  is  located 
at  the  San  Francisco  Airport,    This  world  system  of  transportation 
renders  frequent  service  to  Alaska,  the  Orient,  and  to  the  South  Pacific, 
and  anticipates  operating  services  connecting  with  its  other  services 
throughout  Central  and  South  America  to  Europe,  Asia,  India,  and  Africa. 

Trans  World  Airline 

Formerly  Transcontinental  &  Western  Air,  Inc.,  maintain  their  north- 
western terminus  of  their  extensive  airline  routo  within  the  United 
States  at  this  Airport,  and  more  recently  have  expanded  their  services 
directly  or  through  affiliates  to  Europe,  Central  and  South  America, 

United  Air  Lines,  Inc. 

The  West  Coast  maintenance,  overhaul,  and  operations  base  of  United  Air 
Lijnes  which  renders     transcontinental,  coastwise,  and  other  services 
throughout  the  United  States,  is  located  at  this  Airport.     In  addition 
thereto.  United  Air  Lines  has  numerous  applications  requesting  the 
extension  of  their  services  throughout  the  United  States  and  across 
the  Pacific  to  Honolulu. 
Western  Air  Lines,  Inc. 

Western  Air  Lines  with  its  Northern  California  terminus  in  San  Francisco, 
conducts  frequent  airline  service  between  the  San  Francisco  Airport, 
Los  Angeles,  and  other  points. 
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AIR  TRi.NSPORTATION  (Contd.) 

These  four  major  airline  companies  —  Pan  American  Yforld  Airways,  Trans 
World  Airline,  United  Air  Lines,  and  Western  Air  Lines  —  now  operate  some 
120  scheduled  movements  daily  in  and  out  of  the  San  Francisco  Airport  to  and 
from  all  parts  of  the  world.    The  scope  of  their  present  operations  at  this 
Airport  accommodates  more  than  600,000  airline  passengers;  one  billion  air- 
mail letters;  and  five  million  pounds  of  air  express  annually. 
Additional  Service 

Some  thirteen  air  carriers,  in  addition  to  those  mentioned  ahove  and 
including  /imerican  Air  Lines,  have  requested  federal  certificates  which 
would  permit  them  to  operate  in  and  out  of  this  Airport. 
Meteorological  Conditions 

Substantiation  of  the  eminently  satisfactory  flying  conditions  at  the 
San  Francisco  Airport  can  be  best  borne  out  by  the  operational  statistics 
of  those  air  carriers  who  have  rendered  scheduled  airline  services  at  this 
Airport.    Their  records  for  the  past  two  years  indicate  that  98.5  percent 
of  all  flights  scheduled  to  operate  in  and  out  of  this  Airport  were  actu- 
ally completed. 

SURFACE  TRANSPORTATIONt 

The  Airport  is  located  adjacent  to  the  Bayshore  Highway  —  the  main 
highway  on  the  San  Francisco  peninsula  —  which  provides  connections  to  all 
of  the  metropolitan  Bay  Area,    This  highway  is  to  bo  roconstructod  immodiatoly 
into  an  eight-lane  vehicular  free-way  which  will  have  no  intersections  and 
will  provide  high  speed  vehicular  transportation  between  points  in  San 
Francisco,  the  San  Francisco-Oakland  Bay  Bridge,  Golden  Gate  Bridge,  and 
peninsula  cities  south  of  the  Airport  to  San  Joso, 
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CONCLUSION; 

Although  the  present  facilities  are  deemed  adequate  for  today's  air 
transportation,  the  City  of  San  Francisco  realizes  that  a  tremendous  increase 
in  air  traffic  will  develop  almost  immediately.     In  order  to  have  adequate 
facilities  which  will  assure  the  safe  operation  of  far  greater  volxjmes  of 
traffic  that  exist  today,  San  Francisco  has  available  and  is  proceeding 
immediately  to  expend  twenty  million  dollars  for  the  expansion  and  improve- 
ment of  the  San  Francisco  Airport.    The  Airport  will  be  developed  into  one 
of  the  most  modern  international  air  terminals  in  the  world  vv'ith  all  of  the 
facilities  and  services  at  the  disposal  of  the  traveling  public.     San  Fran- 
cisco, being  the  closest  city  to  the  Orient  via  the  central  (milder  weather) 
Pacific  air  route  and  possessing  the  natural  geographical  and  climatioal 
advantages  over  other  airport  sites  on  the  Pacific  Coast,  will  be  the  logical 
Airport  for  the  establishment  of  airline  bases  for  many  countries  that  will 
become  engaged  in  international  air  traffic. 

So  that  those  who  are  familiar  with  the  requirements  of  a  major  inter- 
national airport  may  have  the  opportunity  to  determine  the  adequacy  of  the 
San  Francisco  International  Airport,  there  is  attached  hereto  both  a  photo- 
graphic copy  end  a  roto-print  showing  the  ultimate  development  of  this 
facility  as  it  will  exist  in  1950, 


November  12,  19U3 


-  0  'f  (,) ''' 


ifpi^lfplllBill 

Wm.  N  AxroN.^  Airport 

'.    •■■  -KIT  VhI-v«JS? 


